BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERHOR

CSU Planniog Office
333 Raspberrcy Road
Auchorage, Alaska 99502
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File: CSU-BLN=Delta

Subject: Draft HManagement Plan,
Deita River

2 May 13983

tir. Wayne Bodea

Aanchorage District Manager
Bureau of Land Macagemeat
4700 East 72ad Aveuue
Anchorage, AK 99507

Daear HMr. Boden:

The State has completed its revicw of the draft Delta River tlasagement
Plan. The State CSU Contacts were complimentary of the plan's
coatent, inciuding preseatation of management intert. The following
conrents are oifered to assist your planners in addressing areas of
concern identified by the State agenciess

The attached comueuts from Department of Natural Resources oa blrch

and Besaver Crecks, concerning how BLHM has addressed land statwns and

navigability, are generally appropriate to the Delta plan. Private

and State land owsership, within and adjaczut to the river corridora,

is an important 1ssue for the State, BLM has come closer to addres-

sing these issues, but much more informacion is still needed. For
fustance, BLM identifies placer claims withia the Delta corrvider, buc

fails co plot them on the map.

Both the Delta aud Gulkana plans refer to "public commeac" many times.
It should be stated how and wheu this public comment was solicited and
how many people responded to creste "public comment."

ilowhere in these documents do you mention RS 2477 roads aand trails or
sezction line eusements. It should be stated huow these fit iato che
nacagenent plaas.

W2 are a bit appreheunsive about our transportation systems because BLM
has  expressced similar ivsues 4n a negative coatext in both dratc
plaus.  As au example, why dom’t you evaluate alrcraft operatioas from
the viewpolnt of the need to restrict rather than from the need ro
allow? Ioncldeatally, restcictiag aircraft on the river below Taagle
Lege {s iu direct confiicr with your objective to preserve valid
existing rights.
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Has the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) been involved with the
maiagement plan? In addition to DOT/PF, the FHWA has a statutory
responeibility for federal-aid highways which is what the Denali and
Richardson are designated. It would certainly seem appropriate that
coordinactivn exigt between the two federal agencies to insure that
FHWA regulations for highway safety and other standards are carried
out. For your reference, we have attached a copy of a letter from the
DOT/PF's Interior Region Deputy Cormissiouser to BLM containing addi-
tiornal coumeunts. '

Page 1 and 9: BLM appears to have internally determined to pursue
specific classifications of the Tangle Lakes and Tangle River.
Why was "scenic" chosen over "recreational™? Access and use of
tbat area has probably changed since the BOR report.

Public participation and an updated evaluation should be conduc-
ted prior to classificatioa determination. Please advise. -

Page 7: Regarding discussioas on subsisteunce use:

"The Division of Subsistence™ within ADF3G
"currently has very 1limited information
regarding resource utilization patterns in or
near the propused Wild and Scenic River cor-.
ridor. With the exception of berry picking,
limited spearing of whitefish, and gathering
of firewood," which you discussed, "the Draft
River Managemeut Plan implies that other har-
vesting activities are not for subsistence
uses. It is wunclear on what basis this
determination was nade.

“We recommend that the planning team be wore
specific as to the composition of user groups
who reside in or near the proposed Delta Wild
aad Scenic River corridor. The ADF&G staff
in Delta Junction and the Delra Junction Fish
and Game: Advisory Coumittee probably would be
key sources of information in this regard."

Page 9: Correct paragragh 2 to read "640 acres per rivex mile."

Page 1l: Regarding your statement "The final boundary was then
further adjusted to reference protracted survey section lines in
order to simplify the legal description”: this actior may not be
consistent with ANILCA Sec. 103(b) vhich states "Whenever pos—
sible boundaries shall folliow hydrographic divides or eabrace
other topographic or natural features.®

Page l4: BLM states that aircraft landings would compromise the
primitive qualicles of the river. It should be stated how the
primitive qualities would be diminished.
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Page 24: Action 1.1 states that oif-road vehicles will be limited to

Page

Page

Page

certain trails, while the "Discussion” section states that no
restriceion is necessary on the recreational seccion of the
river. Ye feel that this parcticular statement should be included
in the "Action” statement itself.

Action 1.2; add to list of exceptions: "Motorized equipment way
be used by the State of Alaska for law enforcement and to perform
fish acd wildlife research and management."’

25, Action 2.1: Why isn't aircraft use oa the Delta Wild River
considered valid existing rights? Aircraft have landed there in
the past. Action 2.1 aeeds to be modified to allow aircrait
operation on the watec surface, and especlally recognize its use
for search and rescue operations, fire suppression and law
enforcement.

28: Action 6.2 refers to material sources needed for the
Richardson Highway; we would add that material sources are also
nceded for cthe Deneli RHighway. The "Discussion” section states
the need for realignmeat of various portions of the highway ia
the lower corridor. We would add that both the Denali and
Kichardson Highways have proposed recoastruction projects and
replacement of bridges. .
»32:t There should not be complate fire suppression aloag the
river corridor. The modifie¢d suppression category affectively
meets the fire protection needs of the Delta River system. Under
this category fires would be subject to initial attack during
periods of peak use. Later in the seasva suppression activities
would then cease aad fire could be allowed to play its ratural
role ia the ecosystemn. i

Appendix: If navigability has not been determined for even the Taungle

Lakes as you state, you should nmote how the approximate limit of
ravigability shown ia Figure 3c of the Appendix was determined.

We appreciated the opportunity to review this plan and look forward to
working with you in the future. Please contact our office if we can
be of any assistance to you or your staff.

Sincerely,

Tina

Cunning

State CSU Assistant

Atrtachmencs

cc:

State C5U Contaccts





